
COALITION OF PEAKS ANNUAL MEETING: WRAP-UP
4-5 May 2022, Naarm

More than 70 representatives of the Coalition 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peak 
Organisations (Coalition of Peaks, Peaks) met in 
Naarm on 4-5 May 2022. 

Peaks Members discussed priorities for an 
incoming government. Our key priority is a 
meeting with the next government, after the 
election outcome to secure ongoing commitment 
to the Partnership Agreement and the National 
Agreement on Closing the Gap.

PRIORITY #1
A pledge from incoming government 
to continue the progress made on 
the National Agreement on Closing 
the Gap and commit to necessary 
funding.

We’re calling on the government to:
• Meet with Coalition of Peaks representatives 

as a matter of priority.  

• Commit the necessary funding to implement 
the Partnership Agreement and the National 
Agreement on Closing the Gap. 

• Agree that the progress that has been made to 
change the way in which Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people work with governments 
in partnership and share-decision making 
cannot be lost.  

• Understand that with just 8 years left in the 
National Agreement, areas where work has 
slowed or stalled must be addressed.  

• Ensure that other mechanisms to elevate 
Indigenous voices don’t come at the expense 
of the work of the Peaks and the Partnership. 

Other priorities identified include:
• more Aboriginal Community Controlled 

Organisations in certain sectors

• more accountability 

• capture and use of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander data; and 

• equality of power between government 
partners and the Peaks. 

Meeting highlights
It was great to be able to meet in person for the 
first time in a long time. The pandemic has shown 
us that while we can connect over vast distances 
to progress work like never before, the benefit 
of meeting face-to-face cannot be understated. 
The meeting allowed us to build and strengthen 
relationships, and discuss synergies in our work, 
that we may not otherwise get time to. 

The meeting provided an invaluable opportunity 
to reflect on our achievements, where we are now, 
and where we need to go. The Coalition of Peaks 
have a lot of work coming up with our government 
partners but, looking back, we have also come a 
long way. 



In a mix of speakers, panel discussions, and breakout sessions, attendees: 
• listened to Lead Convener of the Coalition of Peaks, Pat Turner AM, deliver an opening address, 

setting the scene, and outlining her hopes for the meeting. 

• heard Casey Millward, Head of Secretariat, provide a stocktake of the Coalition of Peaks’ 
Implementation Plan, highlighting what’s working well and how governments have changed the ways 
in which they work with us. 

• engaged in a panel discussion about how organisations can use the National Agreement for better 
outcomes. 

• shared lessons learned about how we can strengthen use of the Priority Reform areas.

• discussed progress being made towards the Priority Reforms and focus areas for the remainder of 
the year. 

What’s working well
• Flexibility of community-controlled organisations.

• Having the Partnership Agreement in writing as a reference point for all parties working together. 

• Having a framework that gives us a seat at the table.

• Being able to connect with colleagues in the community-controlled sector – both through new and 
established relationships. 

• Respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander experiences, expertise, and authority. 

Behind the scenes
With so many CEOs and Chairs in attendance, the Coalition of Peaks took the opportunity to interview 
some of them about their experiences with the National Agreement, and what impact it is having on 
Closing the Gap activities. Their responses were heartfelt and we can’t wait to see them in their final 
format. Keep an eye on our website and social media in the coming months! 


