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Joint Council recommends historic National Agreement on

Closing the Gap to National Cabinet, the Australian Local

Government Association and the Coalition of Peaks for signing
 

Dear friends,

 

Last week the Joint Council on Closing the Gap met by telepresence to consider

the draft new National Agreement on Closing the Gap. It was the third meeting of

the Joint Council and the Coalition of Peaks were represented by Jill Gallagher

(Victoria); Muriel Bamblett (National Peak); Jamie Lowe (National Peak); Cindy

Berwick (New South Wales); Donella Mills (Queensland); Vicki O’Donnell

(Western Australia); David Warrener (Tasmania); Katrina Fanning (Australian

Capital Territory); John Paterson (Northern Territory); and Ruth Miller (South

Australia). I co-chaired the meeting with Commonwealth Minister Ken Wyatt. All

governments were represented including by Gabrielle Upton MP (New South

Wales); Gabrielle Williams MP (Victoria); the Hon Craig Crawford MP

(Queensland); the Hon Ben Wyatt MLA (Western Australia); the Hon Steven

Marshall MP (South Australia); the Hon Roger Jaensch MP (Tasmania); Rachel

Stephen-Smith MLA (Australian Capital Territory); the Hon Selena Uibo MLA

(Northern Territory). Mayor David O’Loughlin represented the Australian Local

Government Association.

 

The Joint Council agreed to recommend the draft National Agreement to the

National Cabinet, the Australian Local Government Association and the Coalition
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of Peaks for signing before the end of July. This is a significant achievement: it is

the first National Agreement of its type that has been developed in partnership by

Australian governments, together with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people through Coalition of Peaks.

 

The new National Agreement has the potential to make a real and beneficial

difference to the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. It will

commit governments to the four Priority Reforms, that were overwhelmingly

supported during the community engagements held late last year, and will change

the way they work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people across the

country. There will be new accountability and monitoring arrangements that will

include formal mechanisms for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to

have an ongoing and direct say to governments on how the policy is or is not

working.

 

The draft National Agreement also establishes 16 national socio-economic targets

in areas including education, employment, health and wellbeing, justice, safety,

housing, land and waters, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages.

The targets will help to monitor progress in improving the lives of Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people.

 

That said, the draft National Agreement does not include everything that the

Coalition of Peaks wanted, nor everything that Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people have said is needed to improve their lives. I know, however, that

governments have been pushed in their commitments because the Coalition of

Peaks have been at the table. There is a significant difference from what

governments alone were prepared to commit to in December 2018 and where we

are now. That change has come about because of the work of the Coalition of

Peaks and the support of our communities and organisations.

 

The Coalition of Peaks have always said that targets alone do not drive change.

We have seen this from the past 10 years. It is the full implementation of the

Priority Reforms by governments and a commitment to additional resources our

communities need that will make the difference.

 



The Coalition of Peaks have been clear from the outset that the only acceptable

result of our shared efforts with governments is parity of life outcomes between

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians, whilst at the

same time our right to self-determination is  supported and our status as First

Peoples acknowledged.

 

I am also firmly of the view that it was important for Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander community controlled peak bodies to do what it could to influence the

governments’ approach to the refresh of the Closing the Gap policy which it

started in 2016 and was heading down a worrying path. We know that there are

many efforts underway, which are supported by Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people and would help to advance our position in the country, including

the Uluru Statement of the Heart and a constitutionally enshrined Voice to

Parliament. We support these efforts, they are all important and needed, and can

all work alongside each other.

 

The National Agreement will be made public after the agreement of the National

Cabinet, the Australian Local Government Association and the Coalition of

Peaks. I look forward to sharing it all with you and working together to improve

the life outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

 

Warm Regards,

Pat Turner 
Lead Convener, Coalition of Peaks 
Chief Executive Officer, National Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisation 
 
To stay up to date with the progress of the new National Agreement and the work of
the Coalition of Peaks you can subscribe to information on our
website www.coalitionofpeaks.org.au or you can follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.
 
You can download a copy of the Engagement Report here
http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/engagement-report_final/
 
The recent Joint Council Communique can be view here:
http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/joint-council-communique-july-2020/
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