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Signing of new National Agreement

on Closing the Gap marks historic turning point
Dear friends,

 

I am pleased to let you know that an historic step has been taken in our journey

together to improve the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

 

On Thursday July 30, I joined the Prime Minister and Minister Wyatt to announce

the new National Agreement on Closing the Gap had been signed by all

Australian governments, the Australian Local Government Association and the

Coalition of Peaks.

 

The National Agreement commits the country to a new era in the relationship

between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. A

relationship that is based on negotiation and shared decision-making between

governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people on policies and

programs that impact us.

 

This is the first time an intergovernmental National Agreement designed to

improve outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people has been
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developed and negotiated between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander representatives.

 

Whilst the National Agreement has been negotiated with governments by the

Coalition of Peaks, it is designed to benefit all Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people, organisations and communities. We know there are many

initiatives underway, driven by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in

their communities across the country. The National Agreement will not take away

from those efforts but should strengthen them by improving the way governments

work with us across the board.

 

The National Agreement is built around four Priority Reforms that were strongly

supported by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people during the community

engagements last year.

 

The four Priority Reforms commit governments to:

1. New formal partnerships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

communities across the country based on negotiation and shared decision

making

2. Strengthening our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-

controlled organisations to deliver services and programs to help close the

gap

3. Making government agencies and organisations more accountable to our

people, including addressing structural racism

4. Sharing data and information with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

organisations and communities to support better decision making about our

futures.

All four Priority Reforms include new ‘partnership actions’ – joint actions that all

governments will take to give effect to each of the Priority Reforms – and

‘jurisdictional actions’ – additional actions to be undertaken within each

jurisdiction taking into account local circumstances. Each Priority Reform also

has a target to measure government action in these areas and which will be

reported on annually.



 

The National Agreement establishes 16 national socio-economic targets in areas

including education, employment, health and well being, justice, safety, housing,

land and waters, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages. The targets

bring focus to new areas important to the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people and will help to monitor progress in improving life outcomes.

To make sure Closing the Gap stays a national priority for the coming years, the

National Agreement also commits governments to more accountability and

monitoring measures. This includes opportunities for all Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander people who want to have a say, to be able to talk to governments

about how the new approach is working for them.

 

We know that the National Agreement does not include everything we wanted nor

everything that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have said is needed to

close the Gap. But I am confident that governments were pushed in their

commitments because the Coalition of Peaks have been at the negotiating table.

You can see this clearly in what governments were prepared to commit to alone in

late 2018 and the commitments in the National Agreement.

 

I am also confident that the Coalition of Peaks made the right call in standing up

and doing all we could to change how governments were working on Closing the

Gap.

 

Importantly, the National Agreement means that the Coalition of Peaks will stay

at the table with governments so that we can keep pushing them and can hold

them to account to their commitments.

 

Whilst we celebrate this achievement, and the historic turning point in our

relationship with governments, the real work starts tomorrow, when we begin the

implementation of the new National Agreement in our communities.

Over the coming days, weeks, and months, information resources will be

available to help guide you on how the National Agreement can help make a

significant impact in our communities.

 

To read the full new National Agreement on Closing the Gap, head to the

Coalition of Peaks website: https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/wp-

https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/FINAL-National-Agreement-on-Closing-the-Gap-1.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9aDOz8gDqzx-nJYsPAE5NOCsb6i1_fPcztNKA_0mAPqUYvBFxQCNafeOJDobfVxK1611c8


content/uploads/2020/07/FINAL-National-Agreement-on-Closing-the-Gap-1.pdf

 

Warm Regards,

Pat Turner 
Lead Convener, Coalition of Peaks 
Chief Executive Officer, National Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisation 
 
To stay up to date with the progress of the new National Agreement and the work of
the Coalition of Peaks you can subscribe to information on our
website www.coalitionofpeaks.org.au or you can follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.
 
You can download a copy of the Engagement Report here
http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/engagement-report_final/
 
The recent Joint Council Communique can be view here:
http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/joint-council-communique-july-2020/
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