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Two years of changing the way governments work with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
Dear Friends,
It has been two years since the signing of the historic Partnership
Agreement on Closing the Gap in March 2019 marking a turning point
in the relationship between Australian governments and our people
based on shared decision making about policies and programs that
impact on us.
The Partnership Agreement provided the platform to negotiate the
National Agreement on Closing the Gap, a second formal agreement
between Australian Governments and the Coalition of Peaks which
commenced in July 2020.
These Agreements are historic and they are also leading to historic
change across Australia. Just a few examples:
New South Wales has led the way with its government recently
entering into a formal partnership agreement with the NSW
Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations that includes a

funding package to enable representatives of Aboriginal
communities to engage as equal partners.
Significant progress has been made in Victoria that includes its
Government agreeing to terms of reference to govern a new
formal partnership to implement the National Agreement in
Victoria.
The Western Australian government has recently pledged
$1.4million to establish a new community-controlled consortium
to share in decision making under its proposed jurisdictional
implementation plan.
New funding amounting to $77.2 million over 4 financial years has
also been committed by Australian Governments to support the
development of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communitycontrolled sector. That has never occurred before. Nor have
governments committed before now to developing with us sector
strengthening plans. Under the National Agreement, the initial
sectors that have been identified for these plans are:
1. Early Childhood care and development
2. Housing
3. Health
4. Disability
A cause for optimism is the prospect of support for a new national
community-controlled housing peak, the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Housing Association. It has recently been
incorporated and has members from states and territories including
Aboriginal Housing NT. We know we will never close the gap without
much more support from governments, particularly the
Commonwealth, for our housing and a new peak will help with this.
And for the first time, the national peak for the disability sector, First
Peoples Disability Network, has been in direct discussions with all
governments about what is needed to build a community-controlled
sector to respond to the social and cultural needs of First Nations

people with disability – an area that has been left out of the
conversation for far too long.
I’m encouraged to see our vision of shared decision making and
genuine partnerships starting to take place. Although these structural
shifts are important, this is only the beginning. We have our sights
firmly set on the jurisdictional implementations plans, including the
one to be developed by the Commonwealth, that will state how each
government will implement the commitments of the National
Agreement, which must be settled by July.
Through the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, governments
have also agreed to partner with us in transforming their
organisations such as hospitals, universities, the police and courts so
that they better respond to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and address problems such as systemic racism.
Making progress on this commitment will be another priority in
coming months.
My view is that what we started two years ago is making a difference.
I encourage you to become familiar with the Partnership and National
Agreements on Closing the Gap and to use them in your own dealings
with governments.
To read the Partnership Agreement head to the Coalition of Peaks
website: https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/the-partnership-agreement/
Warm Regards,

Pat Turner
Lead Convener, Coalition of Peaks
Chief Executive Officer, National Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisation
To stay up to date with the progress of the new National Agreement and the work of
the Coalition of Peaks you can subscribe to recieve information on our website

www.coalitionofpeaks.org.au or you can follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.
You can download a copy of the Engagement Report that led to the National
Agreement on Closing the Gap here http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/engagementreport_final/
The National Agreement on Closing the Gap can be downloaded here:
https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/resources/
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