
In March 2019, and on our initiative, an historic Partnership Agreement on Closing the Gap was agreed between Australian Governments and the Coalition of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Community-Controlled Peak Organisations. The Partnership Agreement means that for the first time Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 

through their community-controlled peak organisations and members, are sharing decisions with governments on Closing the Gap, under a formal arrangement. 

Shared decision making between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled representative organisations in the design, implementation, 
and monitoring of Closing the Gap is essential to improving the life outcomes of our people. 

The Partnership Agreement sets out how Australian Governments and the Coalition of Peaks work together to share decisions on the design, implementation, and 
monitoring of Closing the Gap strategies and policies.

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT  
ON CLOSING THE GAP

Find out more at www.coalitionofpeaks.org.au

Partnership Principles

This is the overarching national policy that will inform 
actions of governments and the Coalition of Peaks for 

the next 10 years.

The Coalition of Peaks are accountable and in 
direct contact with communities at the local level; 

and provide an unparalleled network through 
which communities can engage with governments. 

Governments cannot achieve such engagement alone.

Existing and emerging approaches to shared decision-
making and self-determination across Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities, where consistent 
with the national policy, can enhance the Partnership 

Agreement.

The Parties commit to open and transparent 
negotiation and shared decision-making. Shared 

decision-making is fundamental to a genuine 
partnership and means that the Coalition of Peaks are 
fully engaged, consulted with, and can negotiate prior 

to decisions being made. 

The Parties agree that shared decision-making is by 
consensus as part of the Partnership Agreement, at 
the Joint Council and any related Working Groups.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are 
the key agents of change in Closing the Gap and 
must be granted agency in the development and 

implementation of policies and programs that impact 
on their lives.

Equal participation in the Partnership Agreement 
will be actively pursued by all Parties. This includes 
identifying and addressing systemic and structural 
racism, discrimination, and unconscious bias and 

other barriers to equal participation. 

All Parties are responsible for the success of the 
Partnership Agreement, and share an equal say in how 

it is operating.

Decisions made under the Partnership Agreement 
will be evidence based and underpinned by the 

transparent sharing of data.


